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As  you know from earlier newsletters, Well House is continuing to transition from an 
emergency shelter to permanent housing.  This is part of the larger community effort of the 
Grand Rapids Area Coalition to End Homelessness. As a community we are trying to better 
use our resources and make it less traumatic for those dealing with a housing crisis.  Our 
community focus is one of shifting resources to help keep people in their homes; or, if that’s 
not possible, then “rapidly rehousing” them. 
     
We have begun to partner with other agencies in our community such as the Grand Rapids 
Area Center for Ecumenism and Habitat for Humanity of Kent County. This collaboration 
will allow us to tap into the growing resource of experienced adults in Grand Rapids. Well 
House, along with these other local agencies, aims to demonstrate how experienced adults 
can significantly impact the issue of homelessness, and by extension, other challenging issues 
our community faces. 
     
If that interests you or a friend of yours, please contact us about this exciting transition of 
Well House into a sustainable “eco village”, offering permanent affordable housing options 
and support to people who have experienced housing crises.  We hope to have a facility that 
will be low cost to operate and a community that can be of support to each other by sharing 
resources to make their own homes more sustainable. 
     
Two other groups that will help us connect with experienced adults, and with resources are 
the Heart of Michigan United Way Volunteer Center and the Johnson Center of Philanthropy 
and Nonprofit Leadership at GVSU.   Well House together with these agencies are gearing 
up to End Homelessness with the help of experienced adults in our community. 
    
Support for us comes from the Grand Rapids Community Foundation’s Encore, which 
promotes efforts to engage experienced adults as a vital force for community change.  The 
Community Foundation is one of several dozen U.S. foundations selected by The Atlantic 
Philanthropies, an international foundation with a focus on aging issues, to develop 
innovative approaches to this work. 
    Come and join us!  There is much work to be done, but much joy to be had!! 
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Regain-Rebuild Remain Focused 
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Jose Jr. and our volunteer Roger 
“monkey around” in one of our trees. 
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Millie and LaVonne with two of 
their hand made sweaters. 

Regain-Rebuild, Remain Focused 
(continued from page 3) 
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 MANY THANKS TO 

FOR THE ENCORE EXPERIENCE!! 



We Couldn’t Have Done It Without You!  
Well House relies on special fundraising events to support our programs.  We are extraordinarly  

grateful to the volunteers, individuals, organizations and businesses supporting these events.   

Please join us in supporting them and saying thank you.  

Hop Cat         

 One Trick Pony and WYCE 

West Side Beer 

The Meanwhile 

Whiskey Lounge 

The B.O.B. Founders 

San Chez Bistro 
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PrestoPRINT 
616.364.7132 

Fax: 616.364.5519 
A Proud Supporter 

of Well House 

To Current Resident or  


