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SPANKOUT DAY AND RELATED EVENTS 

“ If society brings peace to the children, the children will bring peace to society.” 

April 30, 2008, will be Grand Rapids’ first “SpankOut Day”. Parents and caregivers are being 
asked to use any of the various approaches to effective, positive, and non-violent disciplinary 
practices during that day.  There are many effective, non-hurtful approaches to child 
discipline and these techniques will be highlighted through several planned community events 
and on-going resources. 

Spank Out day hopes to reduce the amount and severity of corporal punishment in West 
Michigan, and to facilitate the beginning of a substantial community dialogue on childrearing 
practices and their short and long term effects on generations of children. 

    These events, all in Grand Rapids, are free and open to the public: 

April 3, Thursday, 7pm, 1118 Wealthy SE: “IGE Talks” open discussion on spanking, 
aired on public access TV; 

April 16: SEE-TV show (on public access television): Panel discussion. “Peaceful 
Parenting, Peaceful World”. Panelists: Richa (moderator), peace activist; Rosalynn 
Bliss, child welfare worker and City Commissioner; Savator Selden-Johnson, 
Department of Human Services, and Sarah Scott-Brandt, artist and parent of a 
young child; 

April 17: Panel discussion “Peaceful Parenting” at Trinity United Methodist Church, 
1100 Lake Dr. SE, GR; 6:30-8:30pm. Panelists: Maria Alvarez de Lopez, of 
Spectrum Health's Los Niños Bien Educados program; Bev Crandall, of Child and 
Family Resource Council; Randy Flood, Men’s Resource Center; Jill Urbane, “The 
Mentor Mom”, Parenting with Love and Logic 

(continued on page 3) 
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“Each time someone stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes 

out against injustice, they send forth a ripple of hope.  - Robert  F. Kennedy 
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Returning to Our Roots 
 
Well House provides emergency and permanent supportive housing in a cooperative community that models 

respect for each other and our earth while fostering personal growth. 
 
In 1978, Marion Clements bought the first house that would become Well House, and soon after 
opened her heart and her home to others in need. In the early years, she was able to focus on build-
ing relationships with the residents, building a strong community through this service. 
 
In 2008, Well House is now looking to return closer to its roots. In previous newsletters we have 
mentioned our exploration of transitioning into a permanent supportive community. We are now 
proud to announce that we are currently piloting this program. 
 
Through the work of several visionary committees and a dedicated staff, Well House is developing 
our understanding of what it means to be a community, and how we can best serve to support our 
residents while establishing the permanency of this home. We currently have 3 adults and one 
youth in the pilot program. Thus, we have different levels of interested members – residents, staff, 
board members and community activists who are helping us to develop the logistics and mission of 
this new program. While this program is a novel process to not only us, but to Grand Rapids, it is 
the first step of our greater community in a county-wide reduction of shelters and homelessness. 
 
At the heart of the program, however, is Marion’s vision for relationships. Through this process, 
the staff and residents have been able to enter a new level of understanding and partnership as we 
explore what it means to live together long-term. 30 years later, we are able to again focus less on 
one’s housing status, and more on the individuals themselves. This piloting process promises great 
rewards for the day we are able to officially transition into our envisioned community. 
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Eleanor and Richa enjoying the  
playground in the first breath of  

warm spring weather. 

Art work by a former 
Well House resident 

José in the springtime. 
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� For information on non-
violent approaches to 
child discipline, contact 
the Child and Family Re-
source Council any week-
day between 8:30am and 
5pm: (616) 454-HOPE 
(4673) or visit  
www.childresource.cc or 
access material at 
www.stophitting.com 

continued from page 1 

April 23, Wednesday, 5pm: Presentation on 
nonviolent parenting at Hard Times Café 
of Grand Rapids, 47 Jefferson Av. SE; 

April 28, Monday, 7-9pm: Panel discussion 
“Peaceful Parenting, Peaceful Commu-
nity” at Eastern Ave. Christian Re-
formed Church, 514 Eastern Av. SE. 
Panelists: Bonita Agee, Effective Black 
Parenting teacher; Elias Lumpkins, re-
tired educator and present City Commis-
sioner; Mary Beth Swanson, child wel-
fare worker; Jake Terpstra, retired child 
welfare worker; 

April 30, professionals will be available to support 
and educate parents and caregivers on the various 
approaches to positive, non-violent, and effective 
discipline techniques. From 8:30am-5:00pm call 
the Child and Family Resource Council: (616) 
454-HOPE (4673). For more information on 
events, contact Richa at richa@dod.net or 245-
8633  
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replace with well house picture 

Hunger Walk: May 3 
 

Well House is one of 15 local organizations that 
receives funds from the Hunger Walk. If you are 
interested in participating, please contact Emma 

at the Well House office (245-3910) 

 

 Calvin RA’s made us an amazing sit 
down dinner for the ENTIRE Well 

House community plus them.  
See back page for the entire group. 

Ruby is the new live-
in staff at Well-House. 
Feel free to come by 

and introduce yourself 
to her! 
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